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For emergencies  
always call............
KDFN Community Safety Officers  
(If there's no answer, leave a message):  
867-332-9551

KDFN Tips Line (anonymously report 
community concerns): 
867-456-TIPS (8477)  
Messages are checked daily.

RCMP in Whitehorse (non-emergency): 
867-667-5555

Whitehorse Fire Department  
(non-emergency): 867-668-2462 

Mental Wellness Supports
KDFN’s Natsékhi Kų̀  Health Centre: 
867-668-7289

Yukon Mental Wellness Services:  
867-456-3838

The Canadian Mental Health 
Association, Yukon Division:  
867-668-6429

National Indian Residential School 
Crisis Line: 1-866-925-4419

Hope for Wellness National Crisis Line: 
1-855-242-3310 

KDFN Government Departments
KDFN Main Reception: 867-633-7800
Education and Social Development: 867-633-8422 
Heritage, Lands, and Resources: 867-633-7800, ext. 128
Natsékhi Kų̀  Health Centre: 867-668-7289
Justice: 867-633-7800 ext. 601 
Community Services (staff are available at this number on-call  
24/7 for tenant home emergencies): 867-633-7833
Youth Recreation: 867-332-3060
KDFN Council (comments and concerns): 867-336-0106
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Substance Use Support and Harm Reduction
KDFN’s Natsékhi Kų̀  Health Centre  
(Weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.): 867-668-7289

Whitehorse Outreach Van (Daily 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.):  
867-334-1647

KDFN Community Safety Officers (Naloxone kits): 867-332-9551

Yukon's Supervised Consumption Site at 6189 – 6th Avenue. 
Open weekdays 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Wellness Together Canada: If someone you care about is in 
distress, speak with a counsellor at 1-866-585-0445

National Overdose Response Service (NORS): Call while you’re 
using if you have to use alone: 1-888-688-NORS (6677) 

Hope for Wellness National Crisis Line: 1-855-242-3310 

Child and Family Supports
Child & Family Liaison after hours on-call line: 867-332-2414

Yukon Government Social Workers - 24/7: 867-667-3002

Child & Family Liaison: 867-332-2414

Animal Control
City of Whitehorse Bylaw Officers: 867-667-2111

911

Looking for a phone number?  kwanlindun.com/find-a-phone-number



A Message from the Chief
Ädälät kwälhe – Spring time
Welcome to the spring 2024 issue of Kwanlin Dän Ch’a!

It is spring time now, a time of growth and renewal for the land, water and everything that lives on mother 
earth, including Kwanlin Dün First Nation. 

We are well into 2024, our 19th year of becoming a Self-Governing First Nation. Our First Nation has 
grown with opportunities for Citizens to find necessary supports to achieve short or long term goals.

Throughout these pages, you’ll read about Citizens who have worked hard to get to what they are 
pursuing or achieving. Like Ashley Hubbard, who is fulfilling a life-long dream to become a nurse. Or, 
young Citizen Anayssa Sutherland-Jerome, who was a 2024 Yukon Rendezvous princess this past winter.

This issue also highlights the success of the Kwanlin Dün Predators hockey team who had an amazing 
season placing 5th in the league. The Predators also won first place in C Division at the 44th 2024 
Annual Kilrich Yukon Native Hockey Tournament. The Predators team will also be travelling to Chief 
Thunderstick National Championship in May. Way to go Predators!

You’ll also read about KDFN Citizen Shawn Mankowske, who became an entrepreneur and runs his own 
coffee shop called VHF in Calgary. Like KDFN Citizen Christine Lewis who started Bannock Slap last year, 
Shawn has taken a path to becoming their own business owner. It makes us so proud to see Citizens 
start their own business and it’s our work to share their success with the community.

As well, we have lots of great stories about what’s been going on within the departments of Kwanlin Dün 
First Nation. Education and Social development have been busy putting on cultural programming and 
workshops like caribou hair tufting and hide-tanning. Heritage, Lands, and Resources is hard at work 
processing Citizen’s settlement land historical submissions and fish and wildlife work. Health & Wellness 
continues to provide vital services to Citizens and their families. And, KDFN Justice has been having lots 
of fun with the kids at Youth Rec, with a five day a week program to keep the younger generation busy. 
Those are just a few highlights I will share right now but ayenjī täshänidhí – I feel happy about the 
work that KDFN is doing to empower our Citizens.

I look forward to a busy summer with gatherings with Yukon First Nations to 
discuss important matters that impact our communities, and to times when 
Yukon First Nation people gather for cultural festivals. As Council, we are 
happy when we see our Citizens do good and find the things they wish 
to pursue to empower themselves. Whether that is employment, 
working with your hands, creating amazing art or achieving 
milestones like graduation from high school, university or college.

Kwanlin Dün k’enūt’a Ch’e – Take care people of Kwanlin

Dághà Shä̀w níthän, Máhsi ch’o, Gunałchéesh,

Kwanlin Dün Nátthe Äda Uyenets’echįa, Chief Sean Smith



Wonderful women
Shout out to all of the women who work at KDFN! Check out 
these photos from International Women’s Day. These are 
just a few of the women that make everything KDFN does 
possible. Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and thank 
you for all that you do.

Shreddin’ snow
Shout out to KDFN Citizen Jason McKay who competed in 
freestyle skiing at the Junior Nationals in Calgary. 

Jason recently took home first place in the U18 male big 
air competition at the Yukon Freestyle Ski Association 
Yukon Champs 2024.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, thank you to Jason’s 
mom for sharing this with us. 

Making moccasins 
Shout out to Shirley Bien who made these beautiful 
moccasins for a KDFN staff member. Keep up the good 
work Shirley!

SHOUT
OUTS!



Happy hockey fans
Shout out to everyone who stopped by the Kashgêk’ 
building to pick up a pass to the 2024 Yukon Native 
Hockey Tournament!

Passes were offered on a first come, first served 
basis. We hope you enjoyed the tournament! 

Fair fun
Shout out to KDFN’s Healthy Babies, Healthy 
Generations team! They were at the Yukon First 
Nations Family Wellness Fair hosted by the Council 
of Yukon First Nations in March. 

Supporting salmon
Shout out to KDFN’s Heritage, Lands and 
Resources team for taking part in Salmon Day 
hosted by the Council of Yukon First Nations last 
January. 

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and thank you 
to everybody who stopped in to participate, learn, 
and show support for Salmon.
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Do you know someone  
who deserves a shout out? 
Let us know! Email us at communications@kdfn.net. 
Please make sure you have permission from the person 
you’d like to shout out to share their success with us. 
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Elders in Edmonton
Shout out to the KDFN Elders 
who attended the National 
Gathering of Elders 2023 in 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

Great grammar
Shout out to KDFN Citizen  
Judith Kuster! Judith was one of 
the instructors for the Introduction 
to Dän Kʼí (Northern Tutchone) 
Grammar course at the Yukon 
Native Language Centre.



  

Bannock and 
tea with grades 
two and three
The smell of fresh bannock filled the air at Elijah 
Smith Elementary School as grades two and three 
hosted an Elders tea and bannock last February. 

“It’s amazing. It’s great. I think this is wonderful,” 
says Gary Bailie as he enjoys a cup of tea. 

Now that he’s an Elder, he likes to tell people  
“you don’t have to be old to be wise!”

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and  
thank you to everyone who came out!



  

We appreciate our Elders!
Luncheon honours Elders’ contribution to heritage projects.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and thank 
you to everyone who came out to the Elder 
Appreciation Luncheon on February 19. It was 
wonderful to see you all!

This luncheon was held to show appreciation to our 
Elders who contributed to heritage, and to our book 
Kwanlin Dün Dă Kwăndur Ghày Ghakwadîndur: Our 
Story in Our Words.

Elders were treated to a catered Indigenous-fusion 
lunch, a performance from Kwänlin Dághàalhaan 
K’e, presentations and readings from the book and 
movie about the book.

The event was MC’d by KDFN Citizen and Culture 
and Heritage Steward, Rae Mombourquette. KDFN 
Elder Linda Harvey provided an opening prayer 
in Southern Tutchone. The prayer was developed 
with her late mother, and respected Ta’an Elder 
Irene Smith. Elder Linda Harvey also performed 
a commissioned song called “Our Story and Our 
Song.” Commemorating the implementation of 
Chapter 13, Schedule C , the song thanks and calls 
upon all current and past KDFN Chiefs. 

Lunch was served by KDFN Heritage, Lands and 
Resources staff. Food was provided by First 
Nations cook Cathy Haydon. Chief Sean Smith 
delivered an inspirational speech about the 
anchor that our culture, heritage and languages 
are to KDFN. He also talked about how KDFN is 
leading the way through initiatives such as the 
Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre and projects like 
Kwanlin Dün Dă Kwăndur Ghày Ghakwadîndur: 
Our Story in Our Words, both of which represent 
the implementation of Chapter 13 – Hertiage of 
the KDFN Final and Self-Government Agreement. 
Chief Smith also sang the “Back to the River" song 
created by late KDFN Chief Johnny Smith.

KDFN Youth and recent Yukon Native Language 
Centre Immersion Program graduate Cory Holoway 
read the “Ts’urk’i yè Murk’ąy” (Gull and Raven) 
story told by the late KDFN Elder Louie Smith 
with written translation support by the late Ta’an 
Kwäch’än Elder Shirley Adamson. 

The Kwänlin Dághàalhaan K’e Dancers performed 
a multi-generational presentation of a welcoming 
song, a mix of traditional and newly created songs, 
and a farewell “see-you-later” song. The 30-minute 
film “Our Story in Our Words” was presented 
and there were many sounds of recognition 
and appreciation as the film showcased many 
brothers, sisters, grandmas and grandpas no 
longer with us. As Elder’s left, they were gifted with 
commemorative gift bags.

Shout out to our funding partners Parks Canada 
and the Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club for 
helping to make this event possible.
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Women’s 
Memorial March 
in Vancouver

Shirley Bien travelled down to Vancouver on 
February 14, 2024, to be a part of the annual 
Women’s Memorial March. This event was started 
in 1992 as a memorial for Cheryl Ann Joe, but over 
the years has grown to be a large annual event, 
attracting hundreds of people to join together 
in support of Canada’s Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls.

Thank you Shirley for sharing photos from your visit. 

Photos provided by Shirley Bien. 



March 19 marked Two-Spirit and Indigenous 
LGBTQIA+ Awareness to Celebration Day 
(Two-Spirit Day).

Many members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
community and allies gathered in front of the 
Yukon Legislative Assembly to witness the 
raising of the Two-Spirit flag.

KDFN Elder Jessie Dawson opened up the 
event with a prayer.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, thank 
you to everybody who was involved in putting 
this together.

Two-Spirit 
flag raised 
at Yukon 
Legislative 
Assembly

The flag raising was in 
honour of Two-Spirit Day
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Brewing up business 
KDFN Citizen Shawn Mankowske owns 
a mobile specialty coffee shop

Rise and grind. That’s what KDFN Citizen Shawn 
Mankowske does every morning when he goes to 
work. The grind he’s on is coffee. 

Shawn owns and operates VHF Coffee. Based in 
Calgary, Alberta, the company brands itself as a 
mobile specialty coffee shop. They provide coffee 
and catering services at events and on location. 

At the heart of it all, is a fully loaded coffee van, 
which Shawn put together himself. Equipped with 
espresso machines, pumps, water heaters, and 
more, the vehicle is always ready to serve up a 
fresh cup. 

“It’s able to operate pretty much anywhere off grid, 
plugged in, in any conditions. We don’t stop,” says 
Shawn.

A coffee van has been on Shawn’s mind for a 
while. After the pandemic caused the café he was 
managing in Toronto to close down, Shawn moved 
to Calgary to make his dream a reality. He got the 
van in 2021. In 2022, VHF Coffee launches. 

“I remember going to my first event and not 
knowing if anything would work,” says Shawn. “It 
was awesome. All that worry melted away and you 
just saw people having fun.”

VHF stands for very high frequency. Shawn says the 
acronym represents the way coffee makes you feel. 
He came up with the name when taking a boating 
course. In the course, he learned about VHF radios 
commonly used on the water.  

Shawn is not entirely fresh to the business world. 
He has an education in arts and has held business 
licences to run galleries. But that doesn't mean 
starting a coffee company was a breeze. 

“It was a new experience. It was terrifying,” says 
Shawn. “You really put yourself out there and invite 
people in to judge you and stuff like that but I think 
the reward is so much greater.” 

Green sustainability is important to Shawn. While 
the van does burn gas, it also has solar power and 
batteries. Shawn also believes small things, like 
using compostable cups, goes a long way. 

“I always want to do better,” says Shawn. 

That drive to do better has Shawn setting his sights 
on opening a café with a permanent location. Right 
now, rental fees mean running VHF Coffee out of a 
van is more practical, but Shawn feels a café could 
be more environmentally friendly. Shawn says a 
space in Whitehorse is not out of the question. 

“I kind of see myself moving back to the North,” 
says Shawn. “I’ve had my time down here but I sort 
of miss the things up there.”  

“I still call Whitehorse home. It’s neat to think about 
home and the things that are up there and the 
things I could potentially bring.”

BY: Dylan MacNeil



From marketing to nursing

Imagine this: A family member calls out of the blue. 
They need your help to take care of them after an 
injury. Being a family-first person, of course you 
rise to the occasion - even if it means leaving a 
well-paying job, and moving from a city you’ve lived 
in for years. You leave with your whole family, and 
on top of all the stress of moving cities and caring 
for your loved ones, you just can’t seem to find a 
good job. Your whole world has turned sideways. 
What would you do?

If your name is Ashley Hubbard, you take 
unfortunate circumstances and turn them into new 
opportunities.

Ashley is a KDFN Beneficiary and Citizen, a family-
focused mother, and a life-long learner. Her 
Grandma was Virginia Lindsay (Slim) and her Great 
Grandpa was Frank Slim. 

How surprise circumstances can lead to new opportunities.

In 2018, when her mom needed care after a 
car accident, Ashley decided to leave a hotel 
marketing job, which she loved, and pursued her 
dream of becoming a nurse. Ashley and her family 
moved from Victoria, British Columbia to West 
Kelowna to be there for her mom. After the move, 
Ashley ran into trouble landing a marketing job 
with enough pay.

“I have a family that I have to support,” Ashley 
explains. “So I went OK, maybe I should go back 
to the drawing boards here… Then I thought, ‘hey, 
I wanted to be a nurse back then, and now I’m 
nursing my mom’ ” and the rest is history.

“I took any nursing courses that they would allow 
me to take,” Ashley says. “It was kind of this bucket 
list thing that I wanted to do forever, but I never 
had the maturity to be able to focus on schooling.”

At first, she wasn’t admitted into her program 
of choice. However, she was able to enrol in the 
University of British Columbia (UBC)’s access 
studies program - something offered to Indigenous 
students who haven’t studied in a long time.

Some courses she studied include: History of 
Indigenous People in Canada, which she described 
as “heartbreaking but very informative”, Education 
from an Indigenous Perspective, and interestingly, 
a course studying Beyoncé and Taylor Swift.

“You can kind-of take whatever classes you want 
through the university as long as they’re first-year 
courses that don’t have prerequisites”

Through this, Ashley was able to take a full course 
load, and after a year she was finally admitted into 
the nursing program she dreamed about.
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BY: Olivia Gatensby

In 2023, after four years of schooling, 
Ashley completed UBC’s Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing program.

“I made the best presentations” She laughs, 
explaining how her marketing background 
helped her studies. “I have no problem 
talking in front of a group of people”

Ashley now works with Westbank First 
Nation in West Kelowna as a Community 
Care Nurse - a job she loves, as she can be 
there for people when they need help the 
most.

And she’s not stopping there!

“I’m just gonna keep going. Maybe I’ll just 
be a perpetual student forever,” Ashley 
says jokingly. But is she really joking? So 
far, it seems like the answer is no. Ashley 
is one of only a few students accepted in 
UBC’s Masters of Nursing in Indigenous 
Wellness program, starting in May 2024 
(a whole month before her official 
graduation ceremony).

Ashley says if you are thinking of 
starting or changing paths on your 
education journey, don’t let anything 
stop you. “If you have a dream, pursue 
it," says Ashley. “If you have to do 
upgrading, do upgrading. Go for it!”

If you want to continue your studies 
but don’t know where to start, phone 
the Kenädän Ku - House of Learning at 
867-633-8422.

Pampered paws
Pet clinic in McIntyre  

Check out these adorable puppies who went to the 
One Health Pet Clinic on November 14, 2023 for a 
checkup!

If you’ve ever lived with a cat or dog, you know that 
they are more than just pets, they are members of 
our families.

That’s why it’s so important to get them the proper 
care they need, just like we do with ourselves.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, thank you, to 
the whole team who work so hard at this clinic to 
keep our furry friends healthy and happy!



  

16  

Kwanlin Dün 
Predators will be 
the first Yukon 
hockey team to 
play prestigious 
Saskatoon 
tournament
I’m proud of those kids,’ 
says team manager

Ray Webb is passionate about hockey. The KDFN 
Citizen coaches and manages the Kwanlin Dün 
Predators, a hockey team made up of young men from 
the community.

“I have an awesome group,” says Ray about the team. 
“I’m proud of those kids.”

The Predators have been on a winning streak lately. 
This March, the Predators won first place in C Division 
at the 44th Annual Kilrich Yukon Native Hockey 
Tournament in Whitehorse. In February, the team took 
home gold in the B division of the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation (IRC) Native Hockey Tournament. That 
tournament took place over 1200 km away in Inuvik, 
Northwest Territories. Ray says just getting to the 
games can be tough. The first time the team went to 
Inuvik, they ended up stuck for eight hours. This year 
though, it was smooth sailing.  

“The driving is quite far. That road ain’t the greatest. If 
you don’t get stuck, it’s great,” says Ray.



  

With their latest wins gassing up the team, the Predators now have their sights set 
on the Fred Sasakamoose “Chief Thunderstick” National Hockey Championships. 
Named after Fred Sasakamoose, one of the first Indigenous NHL players, the 
tournament is on from May 16 to 19 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. The invite only 
event brings together the top Indigenous hockey teams from all over turtle island. 
Ray says the KDFN Predators are the first ever Yukon team to be invited.

“That tournament is going to be interesting because you’re playing against the 
best of the best,” says Ray. “We’re playing against teams that have been 
playing real good hockey.”

Ray has been coaching the Predators for nine years now. While he 
loves the game, he also wants to give back to the community. 

“It’s about keeping the younger generation away from the 
street. In my eyes, it’s about giving these kids opportunities,” 
says Ray. “I’m doing it for them and they enjoy it.

Ray is optimistic that the Predators will do well in 
Saskatoon. He also hopes to return to Inuvik and have the 
Predators compete in the IRC Native Hockey Tournament 
again, though this time, in the A division.

ABOVE: 
The Predators take 
a photo with the 
Paulatuk Wolverines 
(courtesy of IRC Native 
Hockey Facebook)



  

This spring saw Dene Games 
practice at the multipurpose 
building. Participants have been 
working on hand games, snow 
snake, stick pull, pole push, and 
finger pull.

As well, they’ve been learning 
some stretches, warm-ups, and 
circuits to focus on strengthening 
the muscles used in Dene Games.

Learning 
traditional 
games

Celebrating culture at school
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Elijah Smith Elementary School celebrated culture 
week last November. To kick off the festivities, 
KDFN Chief Sean Smith, alongside KDFN 
Elders Russell Burns and Grandma May, 
spoke to students about traditional ways 
of life and listening to your Elders.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, 
and thank you to everyone involved.

Celebrating culture at school
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Fun with Youth Rec!
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Fun with Youth Rec!

Youth Recreation has been off to an exciting start this year, 
with many programs and activities held for Youth in our 
community! Activities included cross country skiing, 
Mt. Sima outings, bouncy castles, swimming, hide 
scraping and more, finishing off the spring quarter 
with our spring break camps! Thank you to all our 
amazing participants and partners for helping make 
recreation the best it can be! We look forward to 
continuing to provide exciting programs for our 
community’s youth as we move into the summer 
season. Stay tuned for more fun at Recreation! 

To find out about recreation on goings, please 
see the KDFN Facebook page, the KDFN 
website, or sign up for our monthly newsletter. 
To subscribe, email communications@kdfn.net. 
Feel free to call Nadine at 867 332 1744 or email 
nadine.poirier@kdfn.net with any questions.

For getting in touch during program hours,  
call 867-332-3060.

This winter & spring have been a blast!
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Exploration, 
imagination, 
and creativity 
Check out what the 
students at Dusk’a  
Head Start Family 
Learning Centre  
have been up to!
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Princess  
in pelts
Yukon Rendezvous  
princess dawns  
red dress 
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Meet 6 year old KDFN Citizen Anayssa 
Sutherland-Jerome! Anayssa was one of the 
2024 Yukon Rendezvous princesses.

This past summer, Anayssa competed in potato 
sack racing, flour packing, and an intense 
game of musical chairs to claim the title. For 
Rendezvous 2024, Anayssa took part in various 
events such as the Queen’s Tea – something 
she was very excited for!

“I feel great, it's because it’s fun to be in all the 
events,” says Anayssa.

For her princess outfit, Anayssa and her mom 
Sheilah decided to pair a red dress with a pelt.

“We picked her outfit very carefully,” says 
Sheilah. “Because one, we are First Nations 
and we wanted to incorporate that and 
we also went with the red dress to raise 
awareness and show that all the victims of 
MMIWG are not forgotten.”

Congrats Anayssa (AKA Princess Nay Nay)! 
Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and 
thank you to Sheilah for sharing this with us.
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Gathering our 
medicine
Growing a traditional 
medicine program

Traditional medicine is part of a holistic 
philosophy of health and healing that is 
underpinned by a belief in the connections 
between emotional, spiritual, physical and 
mental well-being. Traditional medicine is 
closely tied to language, culture and the 
natural environment. Gathering medicine from 
the land is a healing activity and a way to pass 
story and knowledge between generations. 

The revitalization of traditional plant medicine 
for First Nations communities involves 
reclaiming ancestral knowledge and practices 
related to plant remedies. It encompasses a 
resurgence in the use of Indigenous plants for 
healing purposes, incorporating traditional 
wisdom and sharing these practices within the 
community. This revitalization not only promotes 
cultural preservation but also fosters wellness 
and connection to the land. It often involves 
collaboration between Elders, healers, and 
younger generations to ensure the transmission 
and preservation of this valuable knowledge for 
future generations. 

Health and Wellness is working towards the 
growth of a Traditional Medicine program.  Are 
you an Elder or Knowledge Keeper that can share, 
educate and explain medicines, the teachings 
and the protocols with others?  Are you interested 
in learning about traditional medicines? Health 
and Wellness would love to hear from you.  Please 
phone, text or email – Amy Genier: 867-334-8150 or 
amy.genier@kdfn.net



Lunch n’ learn about land

This winter, KDFN’s Heritage, Lands and 
Resources hosted a series of Lunch n’ Learns 
about managing and developing our land, 
government grant programs, as well as 
KDFN's Final Agreement.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, thank 
you, to everyone who attended.

Learning about 
historical 
submissions
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WHAT IS A  
HISTORICAL  
SUBMISSION?
Historical Submissions are 
existing land submissions by 
Beneficiaries and Citizens for 
residential or traditional-use 
land. Processing them is a top 
priority for the Heritage, Lands 
and Resources team.

KDFN has over 350 Historical 
Submissions. 

In the past, they were called:

•	 land set aside;
•	 band council resolutions; or
•	 site specific selections.
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Returning to the land: 
Processing Traditional-use 
Historical Submissions
Since 2020, KDFN has been processing Historical 
Submissions for residential parcels of settlement land.

SINCE 2020, KDFN HAS BEEN 
PROCESSING HISTORICAL SUBMISSIONS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL PARCELS OF 
SETTLEMENT LAND.
In the summer of 2023, KDFN held a series of open 
houses and a survey asking Beneficiaries and 
Citizens how residential land should be developed. 

During those sessions, we heard that it was more 
important to develop Traditional-use sites than 
residential lots right now.

TRADITIONAL-USE ACTIVITIES
We also heard from Beneficiaries and Citizens  
that Traditional-use activities should include: 

•	 Fishing camps
•	 Hunting camps
•	 Dry cabins
•	 Cabins
•	 Harvest camps
•	 Family camps

FAMILY CAMPS
72% of Beneficiaries and Citizens who 
participated in the 2023 survey supported 
developing family traditional-use areas – large 
sites for multiple cabins or camps within a family. 

PROCESSING TRADITIONAL-USE 
HISTORICAL SUBMISSIONS
In 2024, the Heritage, Lands and Resources team 
began processing traditional-use applications. 

The team is creating policies and rules for 
developing Traditional-use sites as we process the 
first few applications – including defining family 
Traditional-use areas.

We’ll meet with Elders this summer to hear from 
them on Traditional-use activities and how areas 
should be developed.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Please contact us to:
•	 share your thoughts on traditional-use 

activities;
•	 tell us what a family Traditional-use site should 

look like;
•	 check if you have a Traditional-use Historical 

Submission; or
•	 process your Traditional-use Historical 

Submission. 

Contact Heritage, Lands and Resources by phone: 
867-633-7800 Ext. 128 or email: Lands@kdfn.net



KDFN meets with 
Minister Hajdu 

and Yukon MP
The group enjoyed time 
on the land at Sky High 
Wilderness Ranch



In February, KDFN Chief Sean Smith and 
KDFN staff met with Minister of Indigenous 
Services Patty Hajdu and Yukon Member 
of Parliament Brendan Hanley at Jackson 
Lake Healing Camp.

Among other things, topics of discussion 
included health and wellness, economic 
development, and funding around justice 
and education initiatives. 

The group also spent time on the land near 
Łu Zil Män at Sky High Wilderness Ranch.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and 
thank you Minister Hadju and MP Hanley.
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KDFN Council 
visits BCIT 
fish ladder
Last January, KDFN Council was in 
Vancouver for the AME Roundup. While there, 
they got a chance to visit the fish ladder at 
the British Columbia Institute of Technology. 
Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, and 
thank you for the warm welcome.



In December 2023, KDFN held a press conference to 
announce the purchase of Sky High Wilderness Ranch. 

The purchase includes the tourism business, the 60 
titled acres of land it is on, a large trapline and a grazing 
lease. KDFN is excited to work with the staff at Sky High 
Wilderness Ranch to continue to offer quality tourism 
experiences in the Yukon. KDFN also plans to expand 
tourism packages to include cultural experiences.

Kwanlin Dün First Nation purchases 
Sky High Wilderness Ranch

Sky High Wilderness Ranch is in the 
heart of KDFN Traditional Territory
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Funding announced for active 
transportation projects 

Upgrades coming 
to McIntyre Drive

McIntyre Drive is set to get new sidewalks and 
dedicated bike lanes, among other upgrades. 

On January 10, 2024, KDFN Chief Sean Smith 
joined Yukon Member of Parliament Brendan 
Hanley, Yukon Minister of Community Services 
Richard Mostyn, and City of Whitehorse Mayor 
Laura Cabott to announce funding for active 
transportation projects in the territory.

Funding received by the City of Whitehorse will 
go towards safety improvements and creating 
a new route on McIntyre Drive. Along with new 
sidewalks and dedicated bike lanes, this will 
include curb extensions for pedestrian and 
calming traffic, and the installation of concrete 
wheelchair and pedestrian ramps.

Located in the Łu Zil Män (Fish Lake) area, 
Sky High Wilderness Ranch is in the heart 
of KDFN Traditional Territory. This area is 
of great historical significance to Kwanlin 
Dün people. This purchase is monumental for 
KDFN and represents a return to Łu Zil Män 
kwaché in a strong, meaningful way.

Sky High Wilderness Ranch is now offering 
a 30 percent discount for KDFN Citizens and 
Beneficiaries.

Check out the experiences available at  
www.skyhighwilderness.com
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Exploring family history
Honouring Identity, Celebrating Self participants travel to Alaska

The Honouring Identity, Celebrating Self program saw KDFN families explore their lineage and ties to Alaska. 

This winter, participants travelled to Juneau, Alaska to visit the Alaska State Archives and Museum, the state 
library, and the Sealaska Heritage Institute. Students from grades 6 to 12 were in attendance with guardians 
and KDFN Elders. 

The group also did a tour of University of Alaska Southeast and the carving shed.



The week included  
lots of fun for everyone!

November 19 to 25 marked National 
Addictions Awareness Week. KDFN 
hosted a number of events for the 
community to gather, connect, learn 
and laugh!

Events included a comedy night 
with Don Burnstick, a rabbit snare 
workshop with Charles Waugh, a 
medicines workshop, Calling Our Spirit 
Back – A Healing Ceremony, a family 
dance, and so much more!

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, 
and thank you to everyone who came 
together to make this week possible. 

Laughing 
and learning 
for National 
Addictions 
Awareness 
Week
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Hide scraping 
at House of 
Learning
Community event  
teaches traditional skills

This January, Copper Caribou put on a hide 
scraping workshop outside the Kenädän 
Ku House of Learning for the community. 
The event was open to the public.

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, 
thank you to Copper Caribou and 
everybody involved.

A big shout out to the people who showed 
up to learn to scrape and prepare hides 
for tanning.

Getting creative  
with caribou hair
Check out these photos from January’s caribou hair tufting session!

We’re excited to see what all of you use your skills to create in the future!

Shä̀w níthän, másin cho, gunałchÎsh, thank you to everybody involved.
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KDFN HOUSING PROGRAM (2023)
Our dedicated crews have pulled off something 
amazing – completing our 7-house project ahead of 
schedule! With new families moving in throughout 
February and March 2024, this achievement marks 
a great success. But wait, there's more! This 
project has set the stage for an even larger project 
in 2024. Stay tuned for updates on what's next! 

Chu Níikwän LP Update
OTHER WORK IN THE COMMUNITY
Our carpentry crew hasn't let the cold slow them 
down! They've been busy all season long, taking on 
a variety of projects to spruce up your community. 
From interior renovations to exterior retrofits and 
structural repairs, they've been working hard to 
get these projects done. Take a moment to admire 
some of the incredible transformations they’ve 
been working on.

GRAVEL & EQUIPMENT
Our crews are revving up for some major projects 
ahead, with our trucks hitting the ground earlier 
than ever this year – starting in the last week of 

March. With exciting projects lined up at both our 
pits, keep your eyes peeled for upcoming job 
advertisements as we dive headfirst into this 
bustling season.
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CHU NIIKWAN PLACE
The base building construction of CNLP Place is 
officially complete as of December 31, 2023! While 
Wildstone ties up loose ends with some final touch 
ups, tenant fit-ups and landscaping, we're excited 
to unveil prime office spaces on the ground floor. If 
you're a business owner on the lookout for a top-
notch location, don't miss out! Contact us today to 
secure your spot. 

KDFN HOUSING PROGRAM (2024)
COMING SOON! Get ready to see more of us in the 
upcoming weeks as we gear up for our next big 
project! Our team is committed to bringing 22 
residential units to life, including single-family 
homes, duplexes, and townhouses, throughout the 
community over the next two years. Stay tuned for 
updates in the coming months.

WIND
We're thrilled to announce that as of March 15th, all 
four of our windmills are officially up and running, 
churning out clean, renewable energy and making a 
positive impact on the grid! This achievement is a 
major leap forward in our dedication to sustainable 
energy production.

Please check out the EHELP updates on our 
website at www.cnlp.ca
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      Find us on Facebook!

STAY UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KDFN!

DESTINATION ADDRESS

Sign up to receive emails at kwanlindun.com/email 
 
Or send an email to communications@kdfn.net

We’re online at kwanlindun.com

The Grinch 
stops by Youth 

Rec this past 
Christmas.


