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QUICK REFERENCE

CONTACT
NUMBERS

For emergencies 91 1
always call............

KDFN Community Safety Officers

(If there's no answer, leave a message):

867-332-9551

KDFN Tips Line (anonymously report
community concerns):
867-456-TIPS (8477)

Messages are checked daily.

RCMP in Whitehorse (non-emergency):

867-667-5555

Whitehorse Fire Department
(non-emergency): 867-668-2462

Mental Wellness Supports

KDFN's Natsekhi Ky Health Centre:
867-668-7289

Yukon Mental Wellness Services:
867-456-3838

The Canadian Mental Health
Association, Yukon Division:
867-668-6429

National Indian Residential School
Crisis Line: 1-866-925-4419

Hope for Wellness National Crisis Line:

1-855-242-3310

KDFN Government Departments

KDFN Main Reception: 867-633-7800

Education and Social Development: 867-633-8422
Heritage, Lands, and Resources: 867-633-7800, ext. 128
Natsékhi Ky Health Centre: 867-668-7289

Justice: 867-633-7800 ext. 601

Community Services (staff are available at this number on-call
24/7 for tenant home emergencies): 867-633-7833

Youth Recreation: 867-332-3060
KDFN Council(comments and concerns): 867-336-0106

Substance Use Support and Harm Reduction

KDFN's Natsekhi Ky Health Centre
(Weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.): 867-668-7289

Whitehorse Outreach Van (Daily 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.):
867-334-1647

KDFN Community Safety Officers (Naloxone kits): 867-332-9551

Yukon's Supervised Consumption Site at 6189 - 6th Avenue.
Open weekdays 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Wellness Together Canada: If someone you care aboutisin
distress, speak with a counsellor at 1-866-585-0445

National Overdose Response Service (NORS): Call while you're
using if you have to use alone: 1-888-688-NORS (6677)

Hope for Wellness National Crisis Line: 1-855-242-3310

Child and Family Supports

Child & Family Liaison after hours on-call line: 867-332-2414
Yukon Government Social Workers - 24/7: 867-667-3002
Child & Family Liaison: 867-332-2414

Animal Control
City of Whitehorse Bylaw Officers: 867-667-2111

Looking for a phone number? kwanlindun.com/find-a-phone-number
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A Message from the Chief

Welcome to the fall 2024 / Winter 2025 issue of Kwanlin Dan Ch'a!

Dazhan Kwanlin Dan Ch'a - This Kwanlin Dan Ch'a

We have had a busy Nakwadak'o / Nuchu Kwate - fall time with kids and grandchildren in school

and work and studies for KDFN Citizens. It was also a busy fall for Kwanlin Din First Nation Self-
Government with many land based programs connecting Youth and Citizens to harvesting medicines,
berries, fresh meat from the land and healthy fish from the many beautiful lakes within KDFN
Traditional Territory. Also, to mention the many families that were on the land bringing home their
harvest for the winter.

In this issue, you will be brought back to the warmest days of summer, when we gathered to support
and celebrate salmon. You will be reminded of how we came together to support Terrence Buyck's
healing journey around the Yukon. Terrence walked and walked for four weeks with the intention of
bringing people together, to grieve, to connect and hopefully - to heal.

The stories on these pages include KDFN Youth spending time on the land, learning skills and finding
success and pride. They are working hard at the things they love and through this work, they are
learning to become tomorrow’s leaders. There are many examples of Youth in a leadership role for
land-based activities like hunting and fishing or working in areas of interest such as construction,
work in the community or on the land such as snowmobiling, skiing or snowboarding. Kwanlin Din
First Nation's priority is to support Youth to achieve their goals and vision.

You will also read about our Elders, Pat Joe and Russell Burns, who hold and share our traditional
knowledge. Pat spent a week in Sweden at World Water Week to share the history of Yukon First
Nations and their connection to water and salmon, and current efforts at revitalizing that
ancestral connection. Russell Burns shared his deep knowledge of life on the land
on an Episode of Chuck and the First People’s Kitchen, on APTN's Streaming
Service. We hold our hands up to them for continuing this important work.

| hope that these stories bring you a feeling of warmth during the
winter - yuk'e in Dankwanje is a time when we come together as
families and enjoy the memories of summer. It is also a time

to appreciate the opportunity to be active during the winter
months, working to pursue learning, gaining skills for personal
or professional growth, or to challenge yourself with personal
goals. It is also a time to appreciate the gifts of the moon, the
sky, the frost on the trees and snow on the mountains.

Kwanlin DUn k'entt'a Ch'e - Take care people of Kwanlin
Dagha Shaw nithan, Mahsi ch'o, Gunatchéesh,

Kwanlin Diin Natthe Ada Uyenets'echija, Chief Sean Smith




SHOUT
OUTS!

Community healing

Shout out to everyone who walked alongside Na-Cho
Nyak Dun First Nation Citizen Terrence Buyck in his
Yukon Healing Journey. Terrence spent a month walking
across the territory this summer to bring people
together - and to address mental health, substance use,
and suicide.

People from across the territory joined Terrence - from
Mayo to Watson Lake, to Jake’s Corner with a visit to
the Salmon Day Celebration on August 2, up to Old
Crow and many communities in between.

On August 16, the Kwanlin Din community showed its
support for Terrence by joining him on the final leg of
his journey, from Elijah Smith Elementary School to
the Kwanlin Ddn Cultural Centre.

Trapper's delight

Shout out to KDFN Elder Russell Burns, for taking a
film crew out on the land to share his knowledge, to
trap a lynx, and to enjoy its meat alongside a gourmet
mac’ncheese concoction. You check it out on Chuck
and the First People’s Kitchen, Season 4. The show
streams on APTN's Lumi Network.

Ballin"in Old Crow

Shout out to the team from Basketball Yukon
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE THAT and KDFN Basketball that went to Old Crow in

o | September. There, they put on a clinic to teach
Al S Ly Lt s lnoss drills and skills to Youth in the community.

Email communications@kdfn.net.

Please make sure you have permission from
the person youd like to shout out to share
their success with us.



Keeping our events on track

Shout out to KDFN Citizen Bernadette Richard, who has
been helping KDFN with event organization since the
summer. Bernadette lives in Victoria, British Columbia,
but has been spending time in Whitehorse. While here,
she reconnected with friends, family and snow. She also
made gorgeous fox-fur duffel mitts in a workshop put
on by KDFN Education and Social Development.

Yukon 125 Medals

Shout out Karee Vallevand and Pat Joe (Karee's
mother)for each receiving a Yukon 125 Medal. Council
of Yukon First Nations Chief Peter Johnston gave
Karee the award for her work with the Yukon First
Nations Hockey Association. Pat and her colleagues
at the Whitehorse Individual Learning Centre were
recognized for their work helping students finish high
school and pursue their dreams. You can read more
about Pat and her recent trip to Sweden to attend
World Water Week on page 6.

Photo by Yukon Department of Education (on Facebook)
From left to right: Judson Deuling, Patricia Joe, Liard
McMillan and Maura Sullivan.

Smooth sailing

Shout out to KDFN Citizens Charles Waugh and
Christopher Fry who, alongside Derek Hardy,
completed a 78 km boat trip down the Teslin River
this past summer. The entire journey took three
days. Way to go guys!

Moose meat for Elders

Shout out to the Uncles Hunt participants, as
well as Yukon Stone and Moose Creek Outfitters
who provided moose meat for Elders. The meat
was given out at the Elders Council meetingin
November.

KWANLIN DAN CH’A



KDFN Elder attends
World Water Week in Sweden

By: Meribeth Deen

‘| emphasized the connection between everyone and everything,’ says Pat Joe.

An appointment by KDFN Council sent Elder Pat
Joe to World Water Week in Sweden this summer.
Colleen James from Carcross/Tagish First Nation
and Bélit Peters from Ta'an Kwachan Council also
attended the international conference on behalf of
How We Walk With the Land & Water.

Pat Joe, Colleen James from Carcross/Tagish First
Nation and Bélit Peters from Ta'an Kwachan Council
were all invited to the international conference to
speak about How We Walk With the Land & Water.

The conference has been running since 1991, and
this year more than 15,000 people from more
than 193 countries participated. The theme was,
“Bridging Borders: Water for a Peaceful and
Sustainable Future.

“l thought | was going mostly to learn and to listen,”
says Pat. “Turns out, | did a lot of talking.”

Pat says she spoke to people about what happened
over the past hundred years to the Indigenous
people of the Yukon, about colonialism and about
how people were moved away from their traditional
territory at the headwaters of the Yukon River when
the Whitehorse dam was built in 1958.

“l told them about how this disconnected us

from the salmon,” she says. “And how, the dam
disconnected the salmon from their spawning
grounds. | told them about my grandfather, the late
John Joe, and how he saw the salmon backed up
from the dam because the salmon did not know

how to use the man-made fish ladder. He and many
others did what they could to help the salmon get to
the other side of the dam. They filled up gunny sacks
with salmon and carried them to the other side of
the dam so they could continue their journey.”

The Yukon delegation spoke on several panels.




“l told the audience that we come from Clans, and
that means you are either a Wolf or Crow Clan
member, and that we are Potlatch People. As
Potlatch People, we give gifts and are part of the
land and water and have the responsibility of looking
after ALL our relations.”

Pat says, there was a lot of talk about shortages

of fresh water and the potential benefits of new
technologies, but less talk about getting clean water
to the people who need it the most.

“Every time | spoke, | emphasized the connection
between everyone and everything: the mountains,
the ocean, people and animals. | said, our people are
like salmon, we are hurting, just like them. The King
Salmon People swim three thousand kilometers
up-river, and face so many challenges, and some

of them give up before they get to where they are
going because many obstacles they face make it so
much harder for them to get to their destinations.
Also, most of our people don't live along the river
anymore, the salmon don't hear our encouragement,

our blessings and ceremonies. We have welcomed
them back in this way for thousands of years so
they can give us their life, and we can survive.”

Pat says, by the end of the one week conference
she understood why she had been invited.

“It's not because | know any one thing in particular

- but because | understand Indigenous ways of
knowing, through our oral stories, where everything
is connected, and that our traditional laws are
about respect for everything and our beliefs in
spirituality. If we are disrespectful to the animals,
land and water then we will pay dearly. We can see
this happening now. This is traditional law.

Pat has plans to make presentations to the KDFN
Council and to the KDFN community on her
experience at World Water Week.
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KDFN Citizen reaching for
top degree in geology

Cassis Lindsay is digging
into her education.

BY: Dylan MacNeil

Cassis Lindsay wants to be a
rockstar. But she doesn't have
her sights set on flashing lights,
fame, or fortune. She's thinking of
things like flint, foidolite, and ferberite.

The KDFN Citizen is currently going to school at the
University of British Columbia. There, she’s working
towards her Master’s of Science in Geology.

“Geology is the study of rocks and the whole earth
isarock,” says Cassis. “Every time you look at a
rock, you're looking at the history of the earth.”

Cassis is not the first person in the family to

get into geology. She grew up around mineral
exploration. Her dad is a prospector. Despite the
family connection, it wasn't until Cassis was already
in university studying biochemistry that she
discovered her interest.

“In high school | was like ‘I'm not going to do what
you do Dad, I'm going to do something totally

different,” says Cassis. “| was taking a geology
elective just for fun and it kind of just clicked one

day that I've always liked rocks.”

From there, Cassis switched her major. She got her
undergraduate degree in earth and environmental
science. After moving back to Whitehorse fora
year, Cassis decided to continue her quest for
knowledge. Now, she's well on her way to getting
her master’s.

She says a few things made her want to keep

going to school. She did her undergraduate degree
in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic. That
meant switching from in-person learning to online
classes. It wasn't really the student experience
Cassis was hoping to have.

“I felt like | wasn't really done being a student yet,”
says Cassis.




Cassis also feels getting her master’s will help to
fill gaps in her knowledge before she enters the
workforce full time.

Now working on her thesis, Cassis has wrapped
up some field work in Utah, United States. Over
the last two years, she's spent a number of weeks
studying rocks and collecting samples in the
desert state. Cassis says Utah is a special place to
geologists. An abundance of exposed rock in the
area makes geology easy to study.

“It's just perfect layers out there in the cliffs,” says
Cassis. “You don't have to dig. You just walk right up
to those rocks, hit a piece off, and take it with you.”

Much of Cassis' work in Utah was done by core
drilling. That's when a drill is used to collect rock
samples from deep under the earth’s surface.

With samples collected, Cassis is now analysing
the data. She's looking at the chemical and

molecular make up of the rocks to understand how
to efficiently find ore deposits in the ground. She
compares the rock samples to opening a gift.

“It's like if you had a giant wrapped Christmas
present and you could only open a thumbnail sized
hole in the wrapping paper.” says Cassis. One little
piece is not going to tell you anything. If you open
holes everywhere, you'd be able to see what it is.”

After finishing her master’s, Cassis hopes to one
day get ajob here at home in the Yukon. She says
work in geology can be seasonal when you're
starting your career. Before landing ajob in the
territory, she’'s open to working in other places like
Ontario, the United States, or even Australia.

KWANLIN DAN CH’A




Fall fun at
Youth Rec!

Youth Rec has had a great time transitioning back into
afterschool programming! We've had a lot of fun with
cooking and baking classes, Girls and Boys Club, zumba
classes, teen nights, swimming at the CGC, after school
drop-in programming, the community Halloween party
and weekend programming during the General Assembly.
This winter, we are excited to offer a skateboard making
workshop, more swimming, after school drop ins, teen
nights, movie nights, and weekend outings to Mt. Sima
(weather dependent).

For more information and to register for
programs, please phone 867-332-1744.
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Busy autumn
at Dusk’a! B

Fall has brought a busy few months for the children

at Dusk’a Head Start Family Learning Centre. Our
groups have been adjusting to their new classrooms
and getting to know each other, the teachers and the
routine. In September we learned about our greetings
in Southern Tutchone and Tlingit, and we participated
in crafts, learning and a walk in recognition of
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. During
October we had a surprise visit from a few little
ducklings, and dressed up in style for Halloween.

In between has been fun and adventure from
a bouncy castle at the recreation gym to our
daily activities and blossoming friendships.
The children are looking forward to
continuing to learn and grow, play
inside and out, and explore what
winter has to offer.
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Halloween

FUN!

There were some scary sights this Halloween as
monsters took over Mclntyre Drive. The students of
Elijah Smith Elementary walked all the way to the
Kashgék' building demanding candy, as part of their
annual Monster Parade. Later in the day, students
and staff from Dusk’a Head Start Family Learning
Centre made their way over to the Kashgék’
building to trick-or-treat. Some of the KDFN
staff (ahem, the Finance Department) were
pretty scary, but fortunately the Dusk’a
students stayed focused on their treat
bags and had a great time!









The Sky High
Wilderness Ranch
celebration was

a huge success
this summer!

Last year, KDFN purchased the Sky High
Wilderness Ranch, including the tourism
business, the 60 titled acres of land it is on,
alarge trapline and a grazing lease.

This summer on August 24, KDFN invited
Citizens to visit and celebrate the purchase
of the ranch, which is located in the £u Zil
Man (Fish Lake)area, which holds great
cultural significance to Kwanlin Din people.

Many KDFN Citizens and families made the
trip down the fish lake road to the ranch to
participate in horse-back rides, tours of the
ranch, dog-sled rides and more!

Shaw nithan, masin cho, gunatchish, and
thank you to everybody who helped make
the celebration possible!

KWANLIN DAN CH'A 19



News from KDFN Health & Wellness

Honouring Our Survivors

In September, the Health and Wellness team
proudly hosted the Honouring Our Survivors event
in observance of the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. This meaningful gathering served
as areminder of our shared commitment to
reconciliation and remembrance.

The event began with a Walk of Honour through our
community, led by KDFN Council, Elders, the Kwanlin
Daghaalhaan K'e dancers, Dusk'a drummers, and
Citizens. This powerful procession was followed by
prayers, lunch, and a community fire.

We would like to extend a special shaw nithdn, méasin
cho, gunatchish, and thank you to Phil Gatensby for
his generous support in making this event possible.
As well, to everyone who attended and contributed
to this important event. Your presence and
participation were vital in honouring the resilience
of survivors and acknowledging our collective
journey towards healing. Together, we continue to
strengthen our community's commitment to truth
and reconciliation.

Thunderbird workshops

In October, KDFN proudly partnered with the
Thunderbird Partnership Foundation to host two
training courses: Community Crisis Response and
Trauma Informed Approaches. These sessions aimed
to enhance our community’s capacity to address
crises and support individuals impacted by trauma.

The three-day Community Crisis Response training
course was designed to respect the unique
characteristics and priorities of each community
-acknowledging that First Nations communities
may define crises differently. Participants explored
how to effectively plan for, prevent, respond to,
and recover fromincidents or events in a culturally
relevant manner.

The second training course, Trauma Informed
Approaches, also spanned three days and focused on
developing core competencies and skills specific to
trauma-informed practice. The course emphasised
the importance of understanding trauma and
intergenerational trauma from an Indigenous
perspective, equipping attendees with essential
knowledge to better support our community.




We would like to extend a
heartfelt shaw nithdn, masin
cho, gunatchish, and thank
you to the Thunderbird
Partnership Foundation for
facilitating these impactful
sessions and to all KDFN staff

and Citizens who participated.

Your contributions foster
important conversations that
strengthen our community’s
resilience and healing.

We were able to start a
“Community Helper” list of
folks who would be interested
in helping out in times of
crises. If you would like to add
your name to the list and any
skill set you wish to share,
please reach out to our Health
& Wellness team.

Community garden wrap-up: a successful
season and exciting improvements!

With the end of another fruitful season in our community garden, we're
thrilled to share some exciting updates and accomplishments!

This year, we made significant enhancements to our garden space. Our
new garden shed, stylish benches, and a convenient wash station have
transformed the area into a more functional and inviting environment.
As well, our wall tent received vital upgrades, including a sturdy new
base and frame, along with an accessibility ramp to ensure everyone
can enjoy our programs.

Thanks to these improvements, our fall harvest was a resounding
success! The bountiful produce not only nourished our community but
also served as the foundation for health programming held right in the
garden and the newly enhanced wall tent.

We're always on the lookout for passionate gardeners to join our
community efforts. If you're interested in getting involved next year,
please reach out! Together, we can continue to grow and cultivate a
thriving garden that benefits everyone.

Shaw nithan, masin cho, gunatchish, and thank you
for being part of our gardening journey!
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ACT OF DEFIANCE:

Dismantling patriarchy with
hanks of pink seed beads

TRIGGER WARNING:This is a short story about my truth
and reconciliation to the female sex organ and discusses
Indian residential school and intergenerational trauma. BY: Rae Mombourquette

When my grandmother came of age and had her first menstruation, she was at
Chootla Indian Residential School in Carcross. | imagine her throwing back the
covers of her cot, heart sinking with recognition that gave way to fear at the
sight of blood soaking into the mattress, a red-black hole in the middle of
a still warm bed. Did she bring it to the attending teacher herself? Was
she ratted out by the girl in the next bed over? Was she paraded in
front of the Head Mistress and Bishop, turned at the shoulders,
shiveringin cold, fear and embarrassment to show her stains? |
will never know.

The story she told me was that she was made to wear
her blood-stained underwear on her head. | imagine her
little white cotton bottoms forced over her face, still
the face of a child. Using the leg holes to look out of,
made to walk in front of the student body who were
encouraged to shame her by calling out names,
threats, sounds of disgust - pointing, laughing
and jeering. Later it would be shoves and pushes,
maybe rape. This is how girls of her generation were
welcomed into womanhood.

N e
i

That fear and shame turned inward in the form
of intergenerational physical trauma. Crippling
cramps, above average blood flow, irregular periods,
periods that lasted weeks and weeks and weeks,
eventually, genetic endometriosis - gnarled scared
uteruses making pregnancy, or staying pregnant
nearly impossible. That is what | was born into, that is
the trauma | inherited.

¥ jena B



Without knowing, | had also inherited the sense

of shame around my vagina - hiding my own first
menses for over a year. When my mother, and in
turn my grandmother, found out about my periods,
| was ushered into grandma'’s kitchen, surrounded
by women and held in ceremony. This situation
was so mortifying for me at the time, | completely
scrubbed it from memory. | don't know who was
there, | don't know what was said.

And then, | got on with life.

| learned about menstrual cups (before there were
the cute silicone ones you can buy at Shoppers
now-a-days, with empowering pink packaging
and special wash... back in the day, women had

to mail-order a natural rubber one from the U.S.
that smelled like rubber bands); | learned about
childbirth and sex. And | waited to fall pregnant,
and it just didn't happen. | built relationships,
friendships, set up houses, went to university,
started a career, gave up, had my heart broken,
started a new career, ended friendships, found a
man whose love | didn't have to beg for. But no kids.
By 39 | gave up trying - content to live a double
income, no kids life, and vacationing twice a year.

When | arrived at the Beaded Vulva Workshop
hosted by artists Stormy Bradley and Teagyn
Vallevand, each table was adorned in black-cloth,
folded mini-paper-bags formed a sacred circle, a
gathering around a mountain of pink and gold seed
beads located in the centre. | found a spotin the
back, and unpacked my belongings, establishing
my space and sprawling out my 11-week-old son
Isaac on the table, my second child after my
2-year-old matriarch, Olive. Low beats and lyrics
about love, sex, gender and everything in between
bounced around the smaller cedar clad long-house,
aroom named tu Zil Man, or Fish Lake... a lake
known by some as Moon Lake because before the
hydro electric dam rerouted the water, the lake and
creek fish followed a woman's circle, and spawned
with the moon. People settled in with their hand-
crafted herbal teas and charcuterie. Eagerly or
tentatively, we each opened our paper bags and
for the first time, peeped a look at our very own
coochie cabochons and pink pearls.

What | unveiled was a silver and white almond
shape with geometric radiating etches, vaguely
reminding me of the embroidery of a priest’s robes.
| absently chose an iridescent gold so shiny that

my eyes could never quite focus on a single bead.

| didn't plan out my pattern, | just got down to the
business of beading, confident that | wouldn't need
the full five hours of the workshop. But a few hours
in, | was nervous. My fingers felt stiff like overfilled
moose sausages, fumbling with nearly invisible
thread through needle eyes | couldn't see. My hands
ached and cramped, my neck and back sore, my
eyes strained, | worked and gratefully accepting
the help of others to hold and sooth my baby. This
beaded vulva was a labour of effort and if not love,
then pride at the reclamation of the power and the
sacredness and the mystique of the woman's sex
organ, confronting taboo and patriarchy, with hanks
of pink beads.

| don't know what my sweet, enduring and patient
grandma would have made of this funny bead project,
| would like to think she would have given a muffled
chuckle and bring me in for one of her airy warm
hugs, touch my face, look onto my eyes... “hello Rag,
grandma loves you. You don't need to hold on to that
hand-me-down shame, it's not yours anymore. It
belongs to that teacher, 80 years ago now, just leave
it be. I'm so proud of you. Your babies are beautiful. |
love you”

| worked until the very end, flaying out the “squiggly
bits” a second-time-round with a blurry pink/purple.
Most people had already left, and the room was
starting to get dismantled. Stormy exclaimed that my
creation looked like Madona and Child, and she wasn't
wrong. That imaginary priest’s robes had somehow
infiltrated the overall look. It looked like a Christian
relic, an artifact of sacred origin, where people

would gather - weeping and searching for a miracle. |
enjoy the irony there. Through legislation, they’ were
mandated to expel the Indian in us - dehumanizing,
mutilating, sterilizing and shaming us. But we are still
here - our own Act of Defiance, secreted from womb
to womb to womb. That is what | was born into, that
is the resilience | inherited.

KWANLIN DAN CH'A 23
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Updates from KDFN Justice

Learning skills through landscaping

Eighteen KDFN Youth between 13 and 19 years-old honed their
lawn-care services this summer, and beautified the McIntyre
Community and Swan/Crow streets in the process. They
learned great skills, earned some money, and were outfitted by
ISET. Shaw nithan, masin cho, gunatchish, and thank you for all
of your hard work!

Youth build a new base for fall hunt

During a three-week employment program this summer, eight
Youth came together to build Camp Nekhu. They cleared land,
assisted in transporting equipment, and set up wall tents. Now
situated on KDFN Traditional Territory south of Whitehorse,
the camp serves as a vibrant space for other Youth to connect
with tradition, culture, and the land. This September, it proudly
hosted the Youth Fall Hunt, offering an invaluable experience
for participants.

Canyon City Construction Open House

In August, Canyon City Construction visited MclIntyre to provide
the community with insights into the diverse range of services
the company offers. The event was a great success, fostering

a sense of connection and collaboration within the community.
Youth, in particular, were thrilled by the heavy equipment
operating demonstrations, where they had the chance to see
the machinery in action and even try their hand at operating

it under expert supervision.

The demonstrations not only sparked interest in
potential career paths within the construction
industry, but also highlighted the

importance of skilled trades in building a
sustainable future.

Awakening the Spirit:
2024 Dugout Canoe
Revitalization

Almost fifteen years after its creation,
the Healing Canoe, which rested within
the south lobby of the Kwanlin Diin
Cultural Centre, needed some care.

The dry conditions within the Centre
created cracks in the wood, rendering it
unseaworthy. In response, Steven Shorty
of the KDFN Justice Team reached out
to the carvers at the Northern Cultural
Expressions Society with a request for
support to restore the canoe.

In the spring, KDFN hired four Youth to
work on this two-month long project of
repairing and reinforcing the canoe. Local
artist Justin Smith contributed a new
design for the dugout canoe, awakening
spirits with symbols representing the
Crow and Wolf clan. On August 8, a team
from KDFN Justice alongside a group of
Youth launched the canoe into Schwatka
Lake, spending the day paddling together.

Today, the canoe is proudly featured in an
exhibit at the Yukon Arts Centre.




How We Walk with the Land
and Water calls to action

How We Walk with the Land and Water (HWW)is

an Indigenous-led land and water relationship
planning initiative for creating tools and processes
by applying ancestral and present-day knowledge
to articulate relationships with the land and water
and all that dwell there. HWW is a collaborative
initiative between Carcross/Tagish First Nation (C/
TFN), Kwanlin Din First Nation (KDFN), and Ta’an
Kwéach'an Council (TKC).

HWW has made substantial progress in ‘preparing’

for Regional Land and Water Relationship planning,
through the development of tools and gathering of

information in collaboration with the community.

HOW WE WALK HOLDS UP 2 TOOLS:

1. Calls-to-Action - Our Ways and Laws
(the ‘how’ and ‘why’)

2. Maps & Models - Our Values on the land & water
(the ‘where’)

Our Calls-to-Action are statements that provide
direction and outline our expectations for regional
land & water relationship planning.

Our Calls-to-Action reflect and carry forward

the sacred trust we hold for current, and future
generations in a manner that Elders have learnt and
have taught, on how to properly walk with the land
and water so both our relatives on the landscape
and ourselves can exist in good relations.

OUR CALLS-TO-ACTION WILL.:

1. Guide the regional land and water relationship
planning process.

2. Direct how the mapping and modelling tools are
used.

3. Articulate governance and management
recommendations for regional land and water
relationship planning.

Our calls-to-action reflect our responsibilities as
Nations to honour our past, present and future
generations of our people and ensure that the

decisions that are made are in their best interests.




KDFN represents in Norway

International Indigenous Salmon Peoples
Gathering highlights shared challenges.

KDFN was honoured to be invited to the second
International Indigenous Salmon Peoples Gathering
held in Norway.

The gathering took place from September 29 to
October 1, hosted by the Sami Parliament and the
University of the Arctic in Tromsag.

Representatives from KDFN Heritage, Lands, and
Resources, a member of the Yukon Salmon Sub-
Committee, and KDFN Youth were in attendance.

This gathering offered an opportunity to highlight
shared challenges across Indigenous salmon
communities globally, including low salmon
returns, loss of subsistence fishing opportunities,
and the impact of climate change and industrial
activities like mining and hydro development.

At the event, Brandy Mayes, Manager of Operations
for Heritage, Lands and Resources provided a
keynote presentation emphasising KDFN's role as
stewards of rivers and streams in its traditional
territories, citing efforts such as the restoration
and monitoring activities at Michie Creek.

“Our Chinook salmon are transboundary, and our
treaties are international. It is incredibly important
for us to be here, aligning our efforts from local
rivers and creeks to the international ocean
environment,” says Brandy.

The presentation also highlighted the importance
of Indigenous-led research and the protection

of Indigenous knowledge systems, sharing best
practices for governance and the assertion of
Indigenous rights in salmon stewardship. With the
inclusion of two Youth in the delegation, KDFN
ensured that future leaders are part of the solution,
working towards sustainable and collaborative
salmon management.

“As we think about how we can work together

to affect change in the international marine
environment, it is crucial for us to include the
Yukon First Nation perspective. Together, we can
address the international challenges our salmon
face,” Brandy added.
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Celebrating
salmon & culture
at McClintock Bay

McClintock Bay / Saa TlI'ah Ni /
T'ahéeni Wat, is a special and
historic place.

“Four or five different languages were spoken

in this one place alone - Tlingit, Tagish Kwan,
Southern Tuchone, Northern Tuchone, Kaska,” said
Kwanlin Din First Nation Chief Sean Smith while
standing just above the shoreline of McClintock
Bay. “It was a very important trading spot, and
upwards of ten thousand Chinook salmon came
to this point and beyond into Tagish Lake then
into the creeks and rivers. All these areas are
inter-connected, and the streams and rivers are
like blood vessels carrying nutrients all over. That
connection creates life.”

On August 2, KDFN Citizens and community
members gathered there with the Carcross/Tagish
First Nation, Ta'an Kwachan Council and others for
the 2024 Southern Lakes Salmon Day Celebration.
Instead of fishing, they gathered in ceremony and
celebration to honour salmon and their sacred
relationship with Yukon First Nations.

“We love them, and we want them to come home,”
said Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation Elder
Joseph O'Brien.

Joseph said it's been seven years since he’s put his
net in the water to fish for salmon, and he won't do
it again until he knows they have come back.

“Reconnecting is the most important thing. So go
down to the water and put your hand in, and say a
little prayer. Tell the salmon that you love them.”



Advocacy training program aims to empower future salmon advocates

Nika Siverfox-Young came to Salmon Celebration Day

wearing her salmon shawl adorned with oil-tanned
chinook harvested in 2020, and edged with Red Rose
Tea-tanned sockeye strips. On the back, a beaded
chinook and chum swim together on home-tanned
skins.

“They have a rich smell that grounds me,” she says.
“I like to think that when | have this on my shoulders,
my grandmas, my ancestors, are hugging me.”

Nika is from Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation,
and attended the celebration with her close friend,
Carissa Waugh, a Citizen of Kwanlin Din First Nation.
Both are working with a Youth advocacy training
program called To Speak and Swim With Salmon.

“It's my chance to become an auntie, or at least a
mentor,” says Carissa.

The aim is to offer traditional, land-based
leadership training to fifteen Youth (ages 18 - 35).
Carissa says there will be opportunities to travel to
communities all the way down the Yukon River, to
meet with Elders and gather traditional knowledge.

Culture, not politics, will be the focus of their work.

“A lot of our Elders say the salmon are stuck in
political eddies,” says Nika. "We want to bring them
back through culture and having Youth learn our
songs, our ancestor trails and languages.”

Carissa and Nika encourage any interested Youth to
join them. You can follow To Swim and Speak With
Salmon on Instagram and Facebook, where you will
find links to their application forms.
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Whitehorse Water-Use
Relicensing Project Update

The Water Use Licence for the Whitehorse and Lewes dams will expire in 2025. To
continue operating the dams, Yukon Energy Corporation (YEC)is going through a
process to renew its licence.

Since 2022, KDFN has been participating in project discussions to advance priorities
at the technical, negotiation and leadership-level with other Parties (TKC, C/TFN, YEC
and YG). The project team provides regular updates to Council, and seeks direction
when needed. Project updates and information has been provided to KDFN Citizens
and Beneficiaries through our website, social media and newsletter mail outs.

Community Advisory Committee

In May 2024, the Council appointed KDFN Community Advisory Committee
(CAC) submitted their report to the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic
Assessment Board (YESAB) for the relicensing of the dams. The report presents
our community’s values, the story of our relationship to the Yukon River and
salmon’as well as recommendations aimed at putting reconciliation into action.

The CAC is made up of:

Rae Mombourquette Mikah Fox Rick Gingell Larry Smarch Carissa Waugh
Kikchuks Wallachea Kashgék'’ Gooch Shddia Eke Ewe




The CAC report to YESAB includes the following Calls to Action:

Acknowledgement and Accountability
Access, Food Security and Resource Permanence

1.
2
3. Freshwater Fish, Birds, Mammals, Amphibians and Habitat
4. Barriers to Salmon Passage and Restoration

5

Relationships Between Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Land
and Water Users

*

Economic, Capacity and Compensation Efforts

e T B el s T e

Placing Indigenous Peoples and Languages on the Landscape | TR i —

See the full CAC Report online or request a hard copy:
www.kwanlindun.com/wwurp/

Ongoing Technical Work Negotiations

In spring 2024, KDFN participated in YESAB's seeking views and Project negotiations are intended
information stage for the project. This included the submission of to be finalized after YESAB's

the CAC Report, KDFN HLR Technical Memos (including erosion, assessment is completed and a
heritage, and socioeconomic values)and joint recommendations decision document isissued. The
on fish passage. The results of YESAB's assessment were issued broad categories include benefits
January 2025. KDFN is consulting with Yukon and Canada on the to KDFN such as compensation,
Decision Document, which will inform YEC's Water Licence and acknowledging historical impacts
other authorizations for WRGS and include requirements for the of the dam, cultural initiatives,
Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan (MAMP). economic opportunities,

resources to support salmon, and
energy planning among others.
More information on this will
come in 2025.

Salmon are the focus and priority of ongoing technical work. YEC
has implemented improvements to their fish hatchery practices
and the fish ladder. Additional studies on entrainment (how many
fish die or get injured going through the dam)and fish passage
options are complete or underway. KDFN is advocating for short
and long-term solutions to allow salmon to get to their spawning
grounds, and survive the journey to the ocean.

To find out more or share comments:

CONTACT - Meagan Grabowski, WRGS Project Manager & Technical Lead
Phone: 867-336-0735 or Email: meagangrabowski@gmail.com
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Coming together to talk about Housing

Kwanlin DUn wants to empower Citizens by making
investments in housing and infrastructure, and
hearing about Citizen's needs, priorities and ideas
is essential to making that happen.

On September 23 and 24, Citizens participatedin a
Housing Forum at Nakwat'a Ky Potlatch House. The
forumincluded a trade show, presentations, and
community dialogue on housing-related topics.

Chief Sean Smith spoke about progress on
creating safe and affordable housing options for
KDFN Citizens. Last winter, he said, construction
wrapped up on 13 tiny homes, while 7 larger homes
were completed this summer. Funding through the
federal government means that construction can
begin on 22 new housing units.

KDFN Economic Development is working on the
creation of a new subdivision on Range Road where
Citizens housing needs will be prioritized. KDFN
Heritage, Lands & Resources is looking at the
possibility of opening up land for housing.

Laterin the forum, Strategies North discussed

its work creating a 20-year housing strategy for
KDFN. Their work is currently in the research stage,
and their findings reflect issues raised by Citizens
at various points throughout the housing forum.
Key community priorities Strategies North has
identified include the need for more pathways to
home ownership, more forms of transitional and
supportive housing, more diverse forms of housing,
and emergency housing.




Fourplex on Mcintyre Drive will support families and Youth

Last year, the KDFN Justice Department supported 12 families and
four Youth with access to short-term emergency housing. The housing
was accessed through a partnership with Neighbourly North. There

is a need for a better way to provide this support, one that keeps

kids in the community. A fourplex coming to the corner of McCanless
Crescent and Mclintyre Drive aims to provide that support.

With plans and funding for the fourplex secured, construction is
already underway. Each unit in the building will include three fully-
furnished bedrooms, as well as a kitchen, washer and dryer. Families
and Youth staying in these units will have access to the KDFN Youth
and Family Support team 24-hours a day.

WHAT WE HEARD
FROM CITIZENS
ON HOUSING:

New housing should be
energy efficient

Young people should
be trained to do future
housing retrofits

Tenants should
learn basic home
maintenance

Homes should be built
with different family
sizes in mind

There should be
support for people to
downsize their home
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Energy retrofit opportunity

for KDFN tenants

We're excited to announce an incredible opportunity
for Kwanlin Din First Nation (KDFN) tenants to
participate in a large-scale retrofit project aimed

at upgrading the insulation and heating systems in
100 KBFN rental homes over the coming years. This
program will provide deep energy retrofits to help
make homes more energy-efficient, comfortable,
and affordable—at no cost to you.

Currently, we are in the home evaluation and
selection phase. During this phase, we are reviewing
the homes of participating tenants to assess their
eligibility for the retrofit program. Factors such as
the current condition of the home, its occupants,
location, and existing heating systems will all be
considered. By volunteering now, you can ensure
your home is included in this review.

The planned retrofits aim to create a more
comfortable living environment while lowering utility
bills. These upgrades include improvements such
as adding insulation to exterior walls and attics,
replacing old windows and doors, and upgrading
heating systems to energy-efficient models. These
updates will not only reduce your energy use but
also help keep your home warmer in the winter

and cooler in the summer. Ventilation upgrades

will improve air quality, helping to eliminate excess
moisture and toxins, while reducing the risk of mold
and air pollution.

Participation involves:

« Providing access to your home for several
assessments over the coming months.

« Granting the project team access to your utility
records so we can measure the impact of the
retrofits.

« Allowing your home's energy use and air quality
to be monitored.

» Participating in surveys and other data
collection activities.

To get involved, KDFN tenants must optinand
consent to participate. We already have nearly 35
volunteers, which means we will soon decide which
projects to submit for funding next year. However,
we still need more participants to prepare for
future phases and secure the additional funding
required to make this project a success.

We are working with a local company specializing
in retrofits, Earthrise Building Services. Their
team of professionals is actively gathering data
and identifying homes that can benefit from these
upgrades. They work closely with tenants to ensure
each retrofit is tailored to the specific needs of the
property.

We encourage Citizens who are interested in this
opportunity to sign up for this initiative. For more
details or to download the sign-up form, please
visit kwanlindun.com/energyretrofits.



Getting hyped on
post-secondary
education!

Check out a few photos from the Fall University & College Tour!

In October, a group of KDFN Citizens spent some time in
Vancouver, British Columbia to learn about post-secondary
options. The group checked out La Salle College, the University
of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University, the Nicola Valley
Institute of Technology, the Emily Carr University of Art + Design,
and Capilano University.

Shaw nithan, masin cho, gunatchish, and thank you to everyone
who signed up and those who helped make this happen!




Growing a
partnership with
The Dudes Club

This summer, KDFN extended an invitation to a

Vancouver-based organization called The Dudes Club

to participate in the Men's Camp at Jackson Lake.

“There was an instant connection,” says Pathways
co-ordinator, Brian Bunning.

The Dudes Club reciprocated by extending an
invitation to a culture and leadership knowledge-
sharing retreat at Loon Lake Lodge, just outside of
Vancouver.

Dudes stands for Downtown Urban Knights

Defending Equality and Solidarity. The organization

was founded in 2010, in Vancouver’s downtown
East Side. The organization’s goal is to improve
men's physical and mental health by supporting
strong relationships and a sense of solidarity - as
well as cultural safety (a majority of Dudes Club
participants are Indigenous).

Three KDFN Citizens and two staff attended the
camp at Loon Lake, and KDFN is considering
sending another group to meet up with the Dudes
Club in Haida Gwaii.

Brian says, the goal is to continue nurturing the
relationship, and hopefully get a chapter of The
Dudes Club started in the Yukon.

“Staff would like to step away from running the
Men's group program, and see it be led through
peer support as it is at the Dudes Club,” says
Brian. “We are already seeing our program shift
in that direction as various members of the Men’s
Group take on leadership roles.”
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Pathways work
crews build new

smokehouses in
Mcintyre

A crew of 11 people working with Pathways
built two new smoke houses over six weeks
this September. The smoke house behind the
Kenadan Ky House of Learning was built in

a more traditional manner, with peeled logs
stacked in a way that prevents bears or other
predators from getting in or knocking it over.
Pathways coordinator Brian Bunning says the
project will be complete after a sod roof is
installed in the spring.

The smoke house behind the Nakwata Ky
Potlatch House is larger, and was built with a
modern design. Frank Jim supervised both
projects, and says that the experience was great
for community-building and that the work crews
walked away from the project with a great sense
of pride.
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Like many other contractors in town, we've
experienced some delays due to the new permit
requirements from the City of Whitehorse. However,
these challenges haven't slowed us down completely.
We've made significant progress on our current
projects, and you'll likely notice our crews working
along McClimmon, Macauley, and Murphy Road.

These projects are set to continue throughout the
winter, and are expected to be complete by next
spring or summer.

We appreciate your patience as we work to improve
the infrastructure in our community and look forward
to delivering quality results.

LIVE WIND
GENERATING LIVE SITE CONDITMONS
WIDGET NOW i 7 2004 1
AVAILABLE!

Stay up-to-date
with the latest from
our windmills. Visit
chuniikwan.ca/
eagle-hill-energy
for updates and see
how much energy
is generated in m ﬂ
real-time.
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GRAVEL & EQUIPMENT:
This summer was our busiest yet in the Gravel & Equipment Division!

To meet growing demand and ensure we could continue to deliver
gravel efficiently, we expanded our fleet with additional tractors and
belly dumps. This has enhanced our capacity, including providing
timely gravel deliveries to the airport.

Looking ahead to the winter season, we're excited to share that
we've secured the City contract for municipal snow removal in the
Mclintyre, Crow, and Swan community areas.

Our crews will be working in these neighbourhoods frequently to
ensure roads stay clear and safe throughout the season. We're
thrilled to take on this responsibility again and look forward to
another successful winter of service.
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

We're eager to connect with the
Youth in our community and hear
their thoughts on job and career
opportunities. If you, or someone
you know, is interested in exploring
employment with us, we're open

to offer a hands-on preview of the
various positions available.

We're excited to offer career
opportunities in the following roles:

« Lead Hand Carpenter

« Class 1Drivers

« Heavy Duty Mechanic Apprentice

« Fueling & Service Technician

« Property Management/Real Estate

We're committed to helping the
next generation of workers explore
avariety of career paths and gain
valuable, real-world experience. If
you're interested in learning more or
know someone who is, please reach
out to us for more information!

If you're excited about these opportunities and want to be part of a vibrant, growing
company, reach out to Jesse at 333-0409 or email office@canyoncitylp.com
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Shaw nithin, masin cho, gunatchish,
and thank you to everyone who came
out to the GA tradeshow on October 25!
It was wonderful to see you all!

STAY UP TO DATE WITH WHAT’'S HAPPENING AT KDFN!

Sign up to receive emails at kwanlindun.com/email We're online at kwanlindun.com

Or send an email to communications@kdfn.net El Find uson Facebook!

DESTINATION ADDRESS




